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Accordingly, I support H. Con. Res. 215
and I thank the gentlemen for bringing
it to our attention at this time.

Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE), the author of the resolution.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
LUTHER) and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GALLEGLY), and also the
gentleman from New York (Chairman
GILMAN) chairman of the full commit-
tee, for the outstanding work that they
have done in this issue which is very
important to me.

Mr. Speaker, I am very concerned,
and have been, about events in Guyana,
a wonderful place where the people de-
serve better.

First, let me congratulate the people
of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
for holding multiparty elections on De-
cember 15, 1997. I was saddened to learn
about the violence that erupted post-
election. Although the Guyanese peo-
ple showed their strong belief in the
democratic process, as shown by the 88
percent voter turnout, factions in the
country called for civil disobedience
and there was looting and rioting for
many days following the elections.

In January between 15,000 and 20,000
people were rioting in the streets. I
know that Janet Jagan of the People’s
Progressive Party/Civic, PPP/C, won by
a small majority. Nevertheless, a win
is a win, and the majority has a right
to rule with minority having the right
to participate.

Opposition political parties and
international observers invited to mon-
itor the elections concluded that while
the voting on election day was fair and
free, there were some concerns with
the counting of the votes. The results
have since been challenged and an
audit of the votes and the process have
been started by the Caribbean Commu-
nity, CARICOM, an organization
deemed acceptable to all parties in
that country.

However suspicious the confusion in
the election commission, however
wrong the opposition feels, mob vio-
lence does not address any of these
issues. I will be anxious, as I am sure
all of us will be, to hear of the results
of the audit. At that time I believe we
can move forward with the president
on a number of issues.

In conclusion, I would hope that all
parties, along with the newly elected
president of the Cooperative Republic
of Guyana, will respect the rule of law
and human rights. I know that in Afri-
ca the newly elected president of Libe-
ria, Charles Taylor, has appointed
members of the opposition faction in
his country to create a human rights
organization. I would hope that Presi-
dent Janet Jagan would extend her
government offices to all of the people
of Guyana, and in particular the Afri-
can-Guyanese descent that felt that
the election did not go right.

Mr. Speaker, I think that if she
brings in all of the political parties, op-

position as well as majority, I think
that the country will move forward in
the right direction. I am hopeful that
it will happen. I wish the new Presi-
dent success once there is the conclu-
sion of the audit.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, House Con-
current Resolution 215 is a straightforward
resolution which commends the people of
Guyana for conducting what were, by all ac-
counts, free and fair elections.

An assessment of the voting by the Inter-
national Foundation for Election Systems indi-
cates that election day went very smoothly,
that poll workers were professional, that rela-
tions between the poll workers and poll watch-
ers from the major parties were cordial, and
turnout was very high.

The problems began after the polls closed
when it became apparent that the poll workers
were not as well trained in the mechanics of
counting the votes as they were in actually ad-
ministering the polls. In some instances, the
elections commission had to reject incomplete
tally sheets because they could not determine
where the votes had been cast. In addition,
the reporting of the returns took several days
and caused public unease and suspicion
which in turn led to unrest and violence.

The resolution makes note of these issues;
commends the Caribbean community for its
offer to audit the results; and urges all parties
to respect the outcome of the audit, and to
work for peace and stability in Guyana by sup-
porting the rule of law and respecting human
rights.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank and commend
our colleagues Congressmen PAYNE and
BISHOP, for introducing the resolution, and
Chairman GALLEGLY for moving forward with
the bill.

I urge my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion.

Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 215, and
join its sponsors in congratulating the people
of Guyana for holding multiparty elections.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the Caribbean
have long led the way in Latin America in the
practice of free and fair elections. Even before
Jamaica and Trinidad gained their independ-
ence from Great Britain in the early 1960’s,
the islands, for the most part, generally were
engaged in the practice of freely electing their
local political leaders.

In addition to Guyana, 1997 also saw free
and fair elections in Jamaica and in St. Lucia.
In my District, the U.S. Virgin Islands, we have
been electing our Governors since 1970 and
our local Legislative council since the early
1900’s.

While I support the resolution before us, I
must caution that the process of the 1997
Guyana election is still ongoing.

I commend the people of Guyana and the
other Caribbean governments for their deci-
sion to let representatives of CARICOM con-
duct an audit of the 97 Guyana Presidential
elections and I call on all concerned to await
the outcome of the audit.

Last Friday, my colleagues DONALD PAYNE,
the prime sponsor of this resolution, Rep-
resentative MAJOR OWENS and our newest col-
league, Congresswoman BARBARA LEE, hosted
a breakfast meeting with the Secretary Gen-
eral of CARICOM. It was a very informative
meeting and I believe, will serve as the basis
for a closer relationship between members of
this body and CARICOM.

Mr. Speaker I applaud efforts of the authors
of this resolution and the people of Guyana in
the struggle for greater democracy and urge
my colleagues to vote yes on H. Con. Res.
215.

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GALLEGLY)
that the House suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution, H.
Con. Res. 215, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended, the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

SENSE OF CONGRESS ON 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FOUNDING OF
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 102) expressing
the sense of the Congress on the occa-
sion of the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the modern State of Israel
and reaffirming the bonds of friendship
and cooperation between the United
States and Israel.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.J. RES. 102

Whereas on November 29, 1947, the United
Nations General Assembly voted to partition
the British Mandate of Palestine, and
through that vote, to create the State of
Israel;

Whereas on May 14, 1948, the people of
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of Israel
and the United States Government estab-
lished full diplomatic relations with Israel;

Whereas the desire of the Jewish people to
establish an independent modern State of
Israel is the outgrowth of the existence of
the historic Kingdom of Israel established
three thousand years ago in the city of Jeru-
salem and in the land of Israel;

Whereas one century ago at the First Zion-
ist Congress on August 29 to 31, 1897, in
Basel, Switzerland, participants under the
leadership of Theodore Herzl affirmed the de-
sire to reestablish a Jewish homeland in the
historic land of Israel;

Whereas the establishment of the modern
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jews
followed the slaughter of more than six mil-
lion European Jews during the Holocaust;

Whereas since its establishment fifty years
ago, the modern State of Israel has rebuilt a
nation, forged a new and dynamic society,
and created a unique and vital economic, po-
litical, cultural, and intellectual life despite
the heavy costs of six wars, terrorism, inter-
national ostracism, and economic boycotts;

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant and functioning pluralistic
democratic political system including free-
dom of speech, a free press, free and fair and
open elections, the rule of law, and other
democratic principles and practices;

Whereas, at great social and financial
costs, Israel has absorbed hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews from countries throughout the
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world, many of them refugees from Arab
countries, and fully integrated them into
Israeli society;

Whereas for half a century the United
States and Israel have maintained a special
relationship based on mutually shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic interests,
and moral bonds of friendship and mutual re-
spect; and

Whereas the American people have shared
an affinity with the people of Israel and re-
gard Israel as a strong and trusted ally and
an important strategic partner: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the United States—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the fiftieth anniversary of the reestablish-
ment of the sovereign and independent mod-
ern State of Israel;

(2) commends the people of Israel for their
remarkable achievements in building a new
state and a pluralistic democratic society in
the Middle East in the face of terrorism, hos-
tility and belligerence by many of her neigh-
bors;

(3) reaffirms the bonds of friendship and co-
operation which have existed between the
United States and Israel for the past half-
century and which have been significant for
both countries; and

(4) extends the warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the State of Israel and her
people for a peaceful and prosperous and suc-
cessful future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. GILMAN asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, H. Res.
102 expresses the sense of the Congress
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the modern State of
Israel. It reaffirms the bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation between our Na-
tion and the State of Israel.

I want to commend our colleague on
the Committee on International Rela-
tions, the gentleman from California
(Mr. LANTOS) for his leadership in spon-
soring this resolution and for his
unstinting support of the State of
Israel over the years.

H. Res. 102 has been cosponsored by
more than a majority of our House
Members. Such support is yet another
indication of the special esteem in
which we hold the State of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, over 50 years ago the
United Nations General Assembly
voted to partition the British Mandate
of Palestine, and through that vote to
create the State of Israel. On May 14,

1948, Israel became a sovereign state
and the United States, under President
Harry Truman, recognized that state.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind the guests in the
gallery that they are guests of the
House and please keep their conversa-
tions to a minimum.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, within 11
minutes of that recognition, President
Harry Truman recognized the State of
Israel. According to the Jewish cal-
endar, that anniversary will be cele-
brated this week.

The modern state of Israel was re-
born after thousands of years thanks to
the leadership and years of dedicated
commitment by Theodore Herzl and
hundreds and thousands of men and
women who, sharing his vision, worked
tirelessly to make that dream a re-
ality.

The reestablished state of Israel be-
came a homeland for Jews who sur-
vived Hitler’s slaughter, as well as
those who fled Arab lands as well as
others in which they had been per-
secuted. Despite all of those difficul-
ties, Israel has absorbed hundreds of
thousands of Jews over the past five
decades, and has become a thriving
multicultural democracy that holds a
special place as a strong ally of our
own Nation.

The special relationship that we in
our Nation share with Israel is based
on democratic values, common strate-
gic interests and moral bonds of friend-
ship and mutual respect. Israel is a
strong and trusted friend and is an im-
portant strategic partner.

Mr. Speaker, H.J. Res. 102 therefore
recognizes the historic significance of
the 50th anniversary of the reestablish-
ment of the sovereign and independent
modern state of Israel. The resolution
commends the people of Israel for their
remarkable achievements despite the
terrorism, the hostility and bellig-
erence by many of its neighbors.

This legislation reaffirms the bonds
of friendship and cooperation which
have existed between our Nation and
Israel for the past half century and
which have been significant for both
nations. The resolution also extends
our warmest congratulations and best
wishes to the state of Israel and to her
people for a peaceful, prosperous and
successful future.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I urge our
colleagues’ full support for H.J. Res.
102.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me first acknowl-
edge in the gallery the distinguished
Ambassador of the State of Israel and
his party for having joined us for this
very significant occasion.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the dis-
tinguished gentleman from New York
(Mr. GILMAN), chairman of the Commit-
tee on International Relations, my
good friend, for his kind words. Let me

just say no one in this body has been a
more steadfast supporter of the demo-
cratic state of Israel than Chairman
GILMAN, who through the years, with
action after action, has demonstrated
his profound commitment to this
democratic friend and ally of the
United States and to the ultimate goal
of that democratic friend and ally, the
securing of a permanent and stable
peace in the region.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to first
briefly discuss the essence of my reso-
lution. We here in the Congress are
congratulating the modern state of
Israel, which is the outgrowth of the
existence of the historic Kingdom of
Israel established thousands of years
ago in the City of Jerusalem and in the
land of Israel.

The establishment of the modern
State of Israel 50 years ago followed
the slaughter of more than 6 million
Jews in the concentration camps and
gas Chambers of Europe.

Since being created as a tiny nation
on a tiny piece of land with a popu-
lation of some 600,000, the modern state
of Israel has rebuilt a nation, forged a
new and dynamic society, created a
unique and vital economic political,
cultural and intellectual life, despite
mind-boggling costs of six wars started
against it, continuing terrorism, inter-
national ostracism and severe eco-
nomic boycotts.

b 1545

The people of Israel have established
a vibrant, functioning, pluralistic
democratic system which cherishes the
right of free speech, free press, free and
fair and open elections, the rule of law,
and all the democratic practices of a
free society.

During the 50 years of its existence,
this young State absorbed well over a
million refugees from throughout the
world, ranging from Ethiopia to the
former Soviet Union and integrated
these people fully into the very fabric
of Israeli society.

For a half a century, the United
States and Israel have maintained a
special and unique relationship based
on mutually shared democratic values,
common strategic interests, and moral
bonds of friendship and mutual respect.

The American people have shared an
affinity with the people of Israel and
regard Israel as a strong and trusted
ally and an important strategic part-
ner in the Middle East.

The resolution we are about to vote
on recognizes the historic significance
of the 50th anniversary of the reestab-
lishment of the sovereign and inde-
pendent modern State of Israel. The
resolution commends the people of
Israel for their remarkable achieve-
ments in building a new State and a
pluralistic democratic society in the
Middle East in the face of terrorism,
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hostility, and belligerence by many of
her neighbors.

It reaffirms the bonds of friendship
and cooperation which have existed be-
tween the United States and Israel for
a half a century and which have been
significant and beneficial to both of
our countries.

Of course, it finally extends our
warmest congratulations and best
wishes for the State of Israel and for
her people for a future of peace, pros-
perity, and success.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday on the White
House lawn, in a magnificent cere-
mony, President Clinton was awarded
an honorary doctorate from Israel’s
leading university, the Hebrew Univer-
sity in Jerusalem.

During the course of his acceptance
speech, among others, the President
had these ideas to share with us: I ac-
cept this honor today, he said, on be-
half of my predecessors, beginning with
Harry Truman, nine American Presi-
dents all devoted to Israel’s security
and freedom, all committed to peace in
the Middle East. I accept it on behalf of
the American people who have formed,
not just an alliance, but a profound
friendship with the people of Israel
over these last 50 years.

Today we celebrate those extraor-
dinary 50 years. In 1948, Israel arose
from the seeds of the Diaspora and the
ashes of the Holocaust. The children of
Abraham and Sarah, survivors of 2,000
years of exile and persecution, were
home at last and free at last.

For its founders, the Israeli State
was, however, about even more than se-
curing a haven for the Jewish people
after centuries of suffering and wander-
ing. Isaiah prophesied that Israel would
become a light unto the nations, and
David Ben-Gurion, the first President
of this new nation, and his allies set
out to make that prophesy come true
by establishing a society of light, em-
bracing what Ben-Gurion called the
higher virtues of truth and justice and
compassion.

Ben-Gurion, Mr. Speaker, believed
Israel could lead the world to a better
future by marrying the ethical leader-
ship of the ancients with the discov-
eries of modern science. I quote him:
‘‘It is only by the integration of the
two that the blessings of both can
flourish.’’ Of course, he also envisioned
a third great achievement for Israel
that, with the strength and wisdom and
skill, Israel would build a lasting peace
with its Arab neighbors.

Relations between our two nations
were born of another leader’s courage
and vision. Harry Truman brushed
aside the urgings of his advisors, as he
so often did, when they said, go slow,
wait and see before offering Israel its
recognition.

For Harry Truman, supporting the
State of Israel was a moral imperative
rooted in his understanding of the
sufferings and the dreams of Jews from
Biblical times. As we learned yesterday
on the White House lawn, our recogni-
tion of Israel occurred just 11 minutes

after Israel proclaimed its independ-
ence. We, in becoming the first nation
to recognize Israel, had one of our
proudest moments.

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, but 50
years later, old Harry Truman looks
pretty smart. Look what Israel has
done. Under a brilliant blue sky, the
Israelis have built prosperous farms,
planted forests, turned streets of sand
into shining boulevards, raised families
and welcomed the arrival of brothers
and sisters from Europe and North Af-
rica, from Russia and Ethiopia, from
all over the world. They have dazzled
the world with their achievements in
science and scholarship and literature
and art. They have built a thriving de-
mocracy.

Despite the passage of 50 years,
Israelis seem to practice their freedom
as if they had only just gained it yes-
terday. They never seem to cease chal-
lenging themselves about their history,
their relationship with their neighbors,
the hard choices for the future.

If anyone ever wonders whether there
is ever a place in the world where you
can have freedom and honest vigorous
24-hour-a-day, 7-day-a-week, 365-day-a-
year argument, go to Israel.

It is truly one of the most pulsating,
vibrant places on the face of this plan-
et. Alive with thousands of sounds,
prayers in dozens of languages in the
Old City; young people gathered on the
avenues of Tel Aviv, computer key-
boards tapping; new ventures launched
on the Internet; school children now
conversing in Hebrew, once the lan-
guage only of the sacred text, now the
voice of an Israeli renaissance.

The economy that has been propelled
by all this energy and activity into
being one of the most advanced and di-
versified in the world last year ex-
ported $32 billion worth of goods, 1,000
times their level of 50 years ago.

High-tech companies and high-tech
people. You go to Israel, it looks as if
you cannot be a citizen of Israel unless
you have a cell phone glued to your
hand.

Israelis have gone a very long way of
fulfilling the first two pieces of Ben-
Gurion’s mission. Surely they have
built an ethical, democratic society, a
society which is based on modern
science and technology. It has endured
against unspeakable odds by prevailing
again and again in battle. The valor of
its soldiers and military and political
leaders are legendary.

But the battle for the third piece of
Ben-Gurion’s vision, a just and secure
and lasting peace, is still being waged
and still in blood and tears. Camp
David brought peace between Israel
and Egypt, but it cost Anwar Sadat his
life.

On the White House lawn, on a bril-
liant day in September of 1993, Yitzhak
Rabin committed himself not only to
an agreement with the Palestinians,
but to a comprehensive peace in the
Middle East. And how bravely he pur-
sued it, but it cost him his life.

Jews and Arabs who have wanted
nothing more than to live quiet, nor-

mal lives are still denied that simple
pleasure. Still, Mr. Speaker, as the new
century dawns, the world is filled with
the promise and hope that we can over-
come ancient hatreds to build a mod-
ern peace for our children.

From Guatemala to Mozambique and
to Bosnia, and now even to Ireland,
longtime antagonists have left the bat-
tle ground to find common ground.
They are weary of war. They long for
peace for their children and for their
grandchildren. They move beyond ha-
tred to hope.

Mr. Speaker, this is a time for rec-
onciliation around our globe. It must
be a time to deepen freedom and to
raise up life in the Middle East. The
21st century can and must be a century
of democracy, prosperity, justice, and
most of all of peace; but it can only be
a century of peace if we learn not only
to respect, but to honor our dif-
ferences. It is in that spirit that I ask
my colleagues to join me in approving
this resolution, commending the State
of Israel on its 50th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following
for the record:

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT RECEPTION
FOR THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ISRAEL

The PRESIDENT. Thank you very much. Mr.
President, Director, all the officials of He-
brew University. Mr. Vice President, mem-
bers of the Cabinet, the administration,
members of the Congress. I’d like to espe-
cially thank Dr. Dunn, Dr. Nyang, Dr.
Schorsch, and Richard Dreyfuss and Linda
Lavin for their wonderful contributions to
this day. To Ambassador and Mrs. Ben-
Elissar, thank you for being here. To all of
our former ambassadors to the United States
and other distinguished guests from Israel,
and my fellow Americans.

I’d also like to ask that we give a special
word of appreciation to the people who pro-
vided all that wonderful music which got us
in the right frame of mind. Thank you very
much. (Applause.) If you could hang around
here for a month or two, I think we might
get some things done—you’d keep us all in a
very positive frame of mind.

I am very honored to receive this degree
from Hebrew University of Jerusalem—hon-
ored because its founders include Chaim
Weizmann, Martin Buber, Sigmund Freud
and Albert Einstein; honored because it is
now one of the world’s leading centers of
learning and research.

I must say, I never expected to be doing
this here. Many American universities have
satellite campuses where working people
like me can obtain degrees at locations near
their homes and offices. (Laughter.) This is
more than I ever could have anticipated.
(Laughter.)

President Magidor, thank you for bringing
this ceremony here so that those of us who
cannot go to Israel in a couple of days may
share in the celebration of this magnificent
50th birthday.

I accept this honor today on behalf of my
predecessors, beginning with Harry Tru-
man—nine American Presidents all devoted
to Israel’s security and freedom, all commit-
ted to peace in the Middle East. I accept it
on behalf of the American people who have
formed not just an alliance, but a profound
friendship with the people of Israel over
these last 50 years.

Today we celebrate that extraordinary 50
years. In 1948, Israel arose from the seeds of
the Diaspora and the ashes of the Holocaust.
The children of Abraham and Sara, survivors
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of 2,000 years of exile and persecution, were
home at last and free at last. For its found-
ers, the Israeli state was, however, about
even more than securing a haven for the
Jewish people after centuries of suffering
and wandering. Isaiah prophesied that Israel
would become ‘‘a light unto the nations,’’
and David Ben-Gurion and his allies set out
to make that prophecy come true by estab-
lishing a society of light, embracing what
Ben-Gurion called the higher virtues of
truth, justice, and compassion.

Ben-Gurion believed Israel could lead the
world to a better future by marrying the eth-
ical teachings of the ancients with the dis-
coveries of modern science. ‘‘It is only by the
integration of the two,’’ he wrote, ‘‘that the
blessings of both can flourish.’’ Of course, he
also envisioned a third great achievement
for Israel that, with strength and wisdom
and skill, Israel would build a lasting peace
with its Arab neighbors.

As we have heard today, relations between
our two nations were born of another lead-
er’s courage and vision. Harry Truman
brushed aside the urgings of his advisors, as
he often did, when they said go slow, wait
and see, before offering Israel recognition.
For him, supporting a Jewish homeland was
a moral imperative rooted in his understand-
ing of the sufferings and dreams of the Jews
from biblical times. And as we learned from
Richard’s wonderful reading, it occurred just
11 minutes after Israel proclaimed independ-
ence. We, in becoming the first country to
recognize Israel, had one of our proudest mo-
ments. (Applause.)

Not only that, 50 years later, old Harry
Truman looks pretty smart. (Laughter.)

Look what Israel has done. Under a bril-
liant blue sky, the Israelis have built pros-
perous farms and kibitzes, planted forests,
turned streets of sand into shining boule-
vards, raised families and welcomed the ar-
rival of brothers and sisters from Europe and
North Africa, from Russia and Ethiopia, and
America. Israelis have dazzled the world
with achievements in science and scholar-
ship, in literature and the art. They have
built a thriving democracy.

And despite the passage of 50 years,
Israelis seem to love and practice their free-
dom as if they had only just gained it. They
never seem to cease challenging themselves
about their history, their relationship with
their neighbors, the hard choices for the fu-
ture. If anyone ever wonders whether there
is ever a place in the world where you can
have freedom and honest, vigorous, 24-hour-
a-day, seven-day-a-week, 365-day-a-year ar-
gument, go to Israel. (Laughter and Ap-
plause.)

It is truly one of the most pulsating, vi-
brant places on Earth—alive with thousands
of sounds, prayers in dozens of languages in
the Old City; young people gathered on the
avenues of Tel Aviv, computer keyboards
tapping; new ventures launched on the Inter-
net; school children now conversing in He-
brew, once the language only of sacred text
now the voice of an Israeli renaissance. And
the economy has been propelled by all this
energy and activity into being one of the
most advanced and diversified in the world—
per capita income now matching nations in
Europe; exports last year were $32 billion
dollars, 1,000 times their level in 1948.

Hi-tech companies, hi-tech people. You go
to Israel, it looks as if you can’t be a citizen
of Israel unless you have a cell phone glued
to your hand. (Laughter.) Yes, Israelis have
gone a very long way toward fulfilling the
first two pieces of Ben-Gurion’s vision. Sure-
ly they have built an ethical, democratic so-
ciety, and a modern science and technology-
based economy. It has endured against great
odds by prevailing again and again in battle.
The valor of citizen soldiers and military and

political leaders like Golda Meir, Moshe
Dayan, Yonnie Netanyahu.

But the battle for the third piece of Ben-
Gurion’s vision—a just, secure and lasting
peace—is still being waged and still in blood
and tears. Camp David brought piece be-
tween Israel and Egypt, but it cost Anwar
Sadat his life. Here on this very spot, on a
brilliant day in September of 1993, Yitzhak
Rabin committed himself not only to an
agreement with Mr. Arafat, but to a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East. How
bravely he pursued it. But it cost him his
life.

Jews and Arabs who have wanted nothing
more than to live quiet, normal lives are
still denied that simple pleasure. Still as the
new century dawns, the world is filled with
the promise and hope that we can overcome
ancient hatreds to build a modern peace for
our children.

From Guatemala to Mozambique to Bos-
nia, and now even to the land of my ances-
tors in Ireland, longtime antagonists have
left the battleground to find common
ground. They are weary of war. They long for
peace for their children. They move beyond
hatred to hope.

This is a time for reconciliation around the
world. It must be a time to deepen freedom
and raise up life in the Middle East. The 21st
century can and must be a century of democ-
racy, prosperity and justice, and of course, of
peace. But it can be only if we learn not only
to respect, but to honor our differences. The
Middle East can build on the momentous
achievements of its Nobel Prize winners—
Begin and Sadat, Arafat, Peres and Rabin—
so that all its children may grow up without
fear.

In a land holy to three great religions, sa-
cred sites for Islam, Judaism and Christian-
ity exist side by side. If there is so much his-
tory there, the children of all that history
should be able to live together.

Again and again, extremists have sought
to derail peace with bullets and bombs.
Again and again, they demonstrate the real
divisions today are not between Jews and
Arabs, but between those stuck in the past
and those who long for a better future; be-
tween those paralyzed by hatred and those
energized by hope; those who stand with
clenched fists and those who reach out with
open hands. We cannot let the extremists
prevail. Israel can fulfill its full promise by
drawing on the courage and vision of its
founders to achieve peace with security.
Never has the opportunity been more real
and it must not be lost.

You know, I was sitting here on the stage
today listening to everything that was said
and thinking of all the great gifts that Israel
has given the United States. In 1963, 35 years
ago this year, when Israel was still a young
nation and President Kennedy was killed,
your then-United Nations Ambassador, Mr.
Eban, gave an enormous gift to the Amer-
ican people in all of our pain by putting in
one short, terse sentence how we all felt
when he said, tragedy is the difference be-
tween what is and what might have been. As
we look ahead to tomorrow, let us define tri-
umph by turning his formula on its head.
Triumph is when there is no difference be-
tween what might have been and what (Ap-
plause.)

Let us in the United States say that we
will stand by Israel, always foursquare for
its security, always together in friendship,
but we want this debate to continue until
there is no difference between what might
have been and what is. (Applause.)

We look at Hebrew University and see all
three pieces of David Ben-Gurion’s dream
coming to life. We see biologists developing
techniques to locate a single cancer cell
among millions of healthy ones. We see the

moral commitment to keeping people’s
health among the scientists there. We see
Hebrew University researchers undertaking
efforts in cooperation with Palestinian re-
searchers in East Jerusalem. One of the par-
ticipants in the project said, it’s science and
peace together. We know that much more is
possible. We must understand that much
more is essential.

Fifty years from now the 21st century will
near its midpoint and Israel will have a 100th
birthday celebration. Sure as the world, our
grandchildren will be hanging around here
on this lawn. What do you think they’ll be
able to say? And what will they be celebrat-
ing? It is my dream that on that 100th anni-
versary, people from every country in the
Middle East will gather in the Holy Land,
and all the land will be holy to all of them.

As a Christian, I do not know how God, if
He were to come to Earth, would divide the
land over which there is dispute now. I sus-
pect neither does anyone else in this audi-
ence. But I know that if we all pray for the
wisdom to do God’s will, chances are we will
find a way to close the gap in the next couple
of years between what might be and what is.
I think that is what we owe the founders of
Israel—to finish Ben-Gurion’s dream.

Thank you and God bless you all. (Ap-
plause.)

REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE—50TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION FOR ISRAEL

Thank you all so very much for those pro-
found and moving words.

It is a privilege to be here with you today.
A half century ago, on a morning bursting
with the promise of spring, a small group of
rabbis and statesmen, workers and kibbutzim,
dreamers, soldiers and survivors gathered at
the Tel Aviv Museum, under a portrait of
Theodore Herzl—and listened as the wise and
brave David Ben-Gurion read the Scroll of
Independence: ‘‘By virtue of our national and
intrinsic right,’’ he said, ‘‘we hereby declare
the establishment of a Jewish state in Pal-
estine, which shall be known as the State of
Israel.’’

Thus—quietly and triumphantly—a sov-
ereign Israel at last had been born in the
promised land. And only eleven minutes
later, a daring Harry S Truman became the
very first among world leaders to recognize
the newly-proclaimed Jewish state.

Today we gather as one nation to give
thanks for the fiftieth anniversary of this re-
markable moment of hope and history.

But in a larger sense, we gather today not
just to celebrate Israel’s independence—but
to give thanks for the miracle of her sur-
vival; for the history of Israel and the Jewish
people is the story of the redemption and
freedom of all oppressed peoples everywhere.

For more than four millenia, Judaism has
struggled over four continents and six civili-
zations. After enslavement by the Pharaohs,
wandering in Canaan, destruction in Judah,
captivity in Babylon; after the strife of the
Maccabeans, oppression by the Romans; as
children of the ghetto in the Middle ages, as
victims of the camps, Judaism has survived.
And—my friends—Israel survives.

It survives because of the ingenuity and
foresight of men and women with names like
David Ben-Gurion and Chaim Weizmann and
Golda Meir; Shimon Peres, Yitzhak and Leah
Rabin, and Yonni and Bibi Netanyahu.

It survives and is nurtured every day by
the morality of the Torah, the social justice
of the Prophets, and the eternal Jewish val-
ues of family and faith.

It survives not as an artifact or a monu-
ment. No; Israel is vital, and is constantly
renewed by its diversity, and its creativity.

Israel has proven to be far more than the
land of ‘‘milk and honey’’, it is a land of po-
etry and culture and learning and life, of
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technology and science and commerce, of
productivity and prosperity unrivaled vir-
tually anywhere in the world.

We gather here today not only to celebrate
these achievements, but also to proclaim for
all to hear that the dream of an Israel free,
secure, and at peace, in a world where the
echoes of anti-Semitism are heard no more,
will be a reality for all time.

I want you to know that Israel never has
had a better friend in the White House than
President Bill Clinton.

That is what Israel’s leaders will tell you,
and that is what the historians and the his-
tory books will tell in the future as well.

Our friendship with Israel is not merely
with one or another of its political parties.
Our ties are deeper: they are forged by an
iron-clad commitment to Israel’s security
and well-being, to combating terrorism, to
stopping the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction; and to achieving a just, lasting,
and comprehensive peace between Israelis
and Palestinians, Egyptians, Jordanians,
Syrians, and Lebanese and all who live in
this holy land.

In two days, Tipper and I will travel to
Israel to represent the American people at
the celebration of Israel’s 50th anniversary
of independence. This is a great honor. I
know we will carry the yearnings of millions
of Americans for peace in the promised land;
for a new season of joy, and a new jubilee of
hope.

There is a wonderful song of Israel which is
called al kol eileh—For all these things. Let
me share with you some of its lyrics:

For all these things, please watch over for
me my good God;

Please don’t uproot that which is planted.
Don’t forget the hope
Bring me back, and I shall return
to the good land. El ha’a-retz hatovah.

As we prepare to begin our own special
journey to the good land, may we never for-
get the hope that God who makes peace in
the heavens will grant peace here on Earth,
among us, on Israel and upon all the inhab-
itants of the world.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield whatever time he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER).

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my very dear friend, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN), the
chairman of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I would simply like to
rise to echo the remarks of my very
dear colleague the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) in extending a
very important 50th anniversary con-
gratulations.

When one thinks about this alliance
which has begun since the outset of the
existence of the State of Israel, it is a
very key one. When one thinks about
the sacrifices that have been made on
part of the Israeli people for interests
that are, quite frankly, in many cases,
those of the United States of America,
I think it is very fitting and appro-
priate that we, as a Nation, mark this
very, very important milestone.

I would simply like to express my ap-
preciation to my colleagues for moving
ahead with this resolution and extend
the hardiest congratulations possible.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to yield 3 minutes to my distin-
guished colleague, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. VENTO).

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California for
yielding and commend the gentleman
from California for his profound state-
ment this afternoon in recognition of
the 50th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the modern State of Israel.

While I failed to and have not heard
the statement from others this after-
noon, I know that the distinguished
chairman has a statement, but I would
certainly associate myself with the
profound remarks that the gentleman
from California and I know my col-
league, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. GILMAN), the chairman of the com-
mittee, will make.

I simply want to rise and support this
resolution. As we have said that the
founding of the modern State, of
course, is predicated on the fact that,
for 2,000 years, without a physical pres-
ence and a nationalism which has come
to characterize nation states today,
the faith of the people of Israel per-
sisted to such an extent that it has had
a positive contribution in so many na-
tions around the world.
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I doubt that one could find a reli-

gious group that has upheld their val-
ues, and I would say those values have
woven their way into what we charac-
terize as Judeo-Christian tradition.

And so the celebration today is really
one of recognizing the importance of
the individual, the very old but I might
say contemporary values that have
served our Nation and served the peo-
ple, mankind, that are so well em-
braced in the Jewish faith. And it is in-
deed a celebration to recognize that in
this world today that this threat of
human history, this continuity has
been embraced in terms of a nation
state.

Israel, really, as my colleague has
said, is a jewel of economic and social
success in North Africa; one that I
think on occasions has had to rise to
the defense of and deal with in other
ways to persist in advocating those
values but, nevertheless, one that has
served mankind very well.

So I am very proud to recognize, as
an old faith with a modern face, as my
friend said, with a blue sky and the
white, great hope that is engendered by
this, and especially the positive pros-
pects for the new century. It has not
been an easy birth, it has not been an
easy life for this nationalism in that
part of the world, but I think that with
the policies and working together in
Congress and with the strong ally of
the United States and maintaining
those goals, we can ensure that this
Nation and this faith and these people
and these values are something that we
share in common and we can guarantee
and assure it into the future with our
solidarity.

I commend my colleagues for offering
the resolution and join in strong sup-
port of it and urge all to support it.

I rise today to honor the fiftieth anniversary
of the establishment of the modern State of
Israel. Founded in the aftermath of the Holo-
caust, in which over one-third of the world’s
Jewish population lost their lives, Israel was
established as a homeland for Jews from
around the world. A permanent refuge free
from oppression and persecution which had
persisted for over 2000 years. In 1948, the
creation of the free independent state finally
rendered a new hope for people of the Jewish
faith. Despite the land, the elements and the
many adversaries who have done their utmost
to extirpate it, Israel has flourished and devel-
oped into a dynamic democracy. Today, Israel
is a social and economic jewel that persists in
offering hope.

No history or culture has been so well docu-
mented or remembered as that of the Jewish
people. Israeli culture, religious and national
identity were formed in the Holy land of Israel.
Its vision and faith has been maintained un-
broken through the centuries, especially after
the majority of Jews were forced into exile.
With the establishment of the State of Israel in
1948, Jewish independence, lost two thousand
years earlier, was renewed. The events fifty
years ago have breathed new life into this age
old faith. The physical presence in national
terms has been born anew.

Israel has been America’s most loyal and
devoted ally today. This is evident in American
values which exemplify our ideals socially,
economically and militarily that safe-guard
these guarantees to all peoples. As our Cold
War partner, Israel stood firmly in perpetual
support for America’s global commitment to
freedom and democracy. As an example, dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War, Israel joined the
American-led coalition in its action against
Iraq. Israel was very tolerant and withstood
Iraqi Scud missile attacks as a result. Today,
Israel continues to extend its hand in friend-
ship to the United States and the American
people.

This anniversary illustrates fifty years of
freedom and democracy for the Israeli people.
In honor of the special relationship the United
States and Israel have maintained based on
mutually shared democratic values, common
strategic interests, moral bonds of friendship
and mutual respect, I extend the warmest con-
gratulations and best wishes to the State of
Israel and her people for a peaceful and pros-
perous and successful future.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. FOLEY).

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from New York
(Mr. GILMAN) and the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) for bringing
this resolution to the floor today. I am
deeply pleased to be an original co-
sponsor of it.

As policymakers and politicians, we
often talk about how Israel is our most
important ally in the Middle East, a
cherished friend and a democratic soci-
ety that we must continue to support
for the sake of stability and peace. And
that is indeed true. But, as a person, I
also know that the State of Israel,
which is so physically tiny, appears so
very large because of its history and its
heart and the heart of its people.

Israel has been both a battlefield and
a sanctuary, and this year we celebrate
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its 50th anniversary as a state. I know
that it became that state because of
the incredible courage and determina-
tion of a people who had faced more
evil than a thousand generations could
conceive and have survived to reflect
both dignity and strength.

I join my colleagues today in this
strong celebration and congratula-
tions, recognizing the historic signifi-
cance of the 50th anniversary of the re-
establishment of the sovereign and
independent modern State of Israel.

We commend the people of Israel for
their remarkable achievement in build-
ing a new state and pluralistic demo-
cratic society in the Middle East in the
face of terrorism, hostility and bellig-
erence by many of her neighbors; and
we strongly today reaffirm the bonds of
friendship and cooperation which have
existed between the United States and
Israel. I think of all of the things that
America has suffered and has witnessed
and has been a part of in our history,
the friendship with Israel remains our
strongest and most formidable.

It is more important than ever for
this Congress not only to support this
resolution on its 50th anniversary but
through the commitment of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) that we go about securing this
celebration each and every day we are
here in this Congress; that we let ev-
eryone know, friend and foe alike, that
we will always stand side-by-side with
Israel; that we will not back down from
a challenge and that we will indeed
protect and defend them at all possible
costs. They would do the same for us
and have shown that determination for
our abilities in the past.

Again, I just want to strongly echo
my support and my sentiments and my
pride in our chairman of the commit-
tee on H.J. Resolution 102, the 50th An-
niversary of the State of Israel.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to my distinguished friend and
colleague, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BENTSEN).

Mr. BENTSEN. I thank my colleague
from California for yielding me this
time; and, Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of this resolution commemo-
rating the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the modern State of Israel
and join my colleagues in congratulat-
ing the people of Israel for their im-
pressive achievements in these 50
years.

This is also an appropriate oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the unique bond be-
tween the United States and Israel, a
bond forged of our common commit-
ment to freedom, justice and peace,
and strengthened by the many links
between our peoples.

So much has happened since May 14,
1948, when the State of Israel was rees-
tablished following a vote by the
United Nations General Assembly to
petition the British mandate of Pal-
estine. On that day, the State of Israel
was formally proclaimed, and the
United States extended diplomatic rec-

ognition to the new state. This day
also marked an historic return to the
Jewish people, who had established
their homeland more than 3,000 years
before in the historic kingdom of Israel
in the City of Jerusalem.

In 50 years, Israel has developed a vi-
brant and dynamic society and estab-
lished a strong economic cultural iden-
tity, despite the heavy tolls imposed by
six wars, countless terrorist attacks
and the hostility of its neighbors. Be-
cause of the perseverance, ingenuity,
and faith of its people, Israel has over-
come the most daunting of challenges
and become one of the world’s great na-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, few nations could pros-
per and grow while under siege, on a
state of alert and under attack, as
Israel has had to do over the last 50
years. For 50 years, the United States
Congress has extended bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation to Israel. It is
more important than ever that we con-
tinue to support Israel economically
and militarily today as it makes the
difficult decisions needed to secure a
lasting peace.

The future will surely bring many
new challenges, including the contin-
ued threat of terrorism and the added
danger imposed by weapons of mass de-
struction. So it is critical the United
States and Israel maintain our
unshakeable alliance to further our
many mutual interests. May the next
50 years bring continued prosperity,
ever stronger friendship between our
two nations, and a lasting peace for
Israel and all the nations of the Middle
East.

I join my colleagues in congratulat-
ing the State of Israel and its people on
the occasion of its 50th anniversary.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that an additional
30 minutes be made available, to be
equally divided between the majority
and the minority, for the debate of H.J.
Res. 102, since large numbers of our
colleagues wish to speak on this sub-
ject.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from California?

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 30

additional minutes is assigned 15 min-
utes to each side.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
LANTOS) is recognized.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. ROSA DELAURO), my good
friend and colleague and a strong
friend of Israel.

Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, let me
congratulate my colleagues, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN); and I thank the gentleman
from California for yielding me this
time.

I rise in strong support of the joint
resolution congratulating Israel on the
50th anniversary of its founding.

Today, we mark one of the monu-
mental achievements of the 20th cen-
tury, the birth of Israel.

In 1948, as the Jewish community and
the world was trying to come to terms
with the awful brutality of the holo-
caust, a miraculous thing occurred:
The very people who had been victims
of the most vicious genocide the world
has ever known emerged strengthened
and hopeful. And the Jewish people
forged that enduring strength and hope
into a mission to build a new home-
land, Israel.

The war had devastated the Jewish
community of Europe, but in Israel
there was a new determination to build
a new community, a new nation and a
secure future. The founders of Israel
understood that only by uniting in a
common land, with a common lan-
guage, a common culture could the
Jewish people and their heritage sur-
vive.

Israel was dedicated not only to
physical survival but the survival of
the Jewish religious traditions, ethnic
customs and history. Israel’s 50th anni-
versary is a reminder of the courage
and strength of the human spirit and
what it can accomplish. Against all
odds and enemies, the people of Israel
have united to build a strong nation. It
has not been an easy journey, but it
has been a triumphant one.

Americans have had the honor over
the past five decades to help the brave
men and women of Israel in their fight
to make their dream a reality, and
today we unite with them in the effort
to bring peace to the region.

Congratulations to the people of
Israel. May you continue to serve as
examples of courage, vigilance and
dedication to the world.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. ROTHMAN).

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to first congratulate and thank my
friend, the gentleman from California
(Mr. TOM LANTOS), and the gentleman
from New York (Mr. BEN GILMAN), two
leaders in this Congress who we look to
on regular occasions for their inspira-
tion as well as their wisdom.

We are here to honor a nation of
hard-working people, a country that is
a thriving democracy of freedom and
human rights, a land that has contrib-
uted to the world’s economy and a
sense of moral well-being, yet a state
that, on its 50th birthday, still has to
fight its neighbors for respect and, yes,
for its right to exist.

Israel was founded after World War
II, not by war, not by force, but by the
United Nations. The Jewish people’s
ties to the region goes back more than
3,000 years. Every major country in the
world supported Israel’s creation, just
like they supported the creation of
other countries, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan,
Syria and Saudi Arabia, all of which
nations were created after World War I.
The only difference between Israel and
these other countries, none of which
existed before the 20th century, is this:
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Israel is the only western-style democ-
racy in the Middle East, and it is the
only nonIslamic state.

The vast majority of these other
states are still ruled by bloodthirsty
dictators, like Saddam Hussein of Iraq
and Hafez Al-Assad of Syria and the su-
preme leader Khamenei of Iran, and
they are also ruled by monarchies, like
the tightly controlled monarchy of
Saudi Arabia. Yet Israel has thrived
despite being surrounded by countries
still determined to drive them into the
sea.

But she is not a war-torn nation, like
the media tries to depict. Israel is a
beautiful, safe place, a vacation des-
tination for Americans, Europeans,
Asians and Africans alike. She peace-
fully keeps the Christian, Muslim and
Jewish holy sites safe and secure for all
visitors from around the globe.

But Israel’s 50th anniversary means
more than the celebration of its people,
its democratic roots, its determination
and its ability to survive in a hostile
environment. It means Israel should be
respected as one nation in the family of
nations, especially by the organization
that created it, the United Nations.

Israel is America’s strongest, most
trusted and most reliable ally in the
Middle East. At the United Nations,
Israel votes with the United States 97
percent of the time, more than any
other country in the world. It is time
for the United Nations to treat Israel
as an equal and not to vote against
Israel when it takes measures to pro-
tect itself and her citizens from her
hostile neighbors.

Israel has earned the world’s respect
the hard way, making the desert bloom
with agriculture, high technology, art,
culture and, above all else, democracy.
America wishes Israel a very happy
50th birthday, and we want Israel to
know that America stands with Israel,
our greatest, most trusted ally in the
Middle East, now and forever.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Amer-
ican Samoa (Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA), my
good friend who has been a steadfast
friend and supporter of the independ-
ence and security of the State of Israel.

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in strong support of House
Joint Resolution 102, the legislation
which expresses the sense of the Con-
gress on the 50th anniversary of
Israel’s founding and reaffirmation of
the bonds of friendship and cooperation
between the United States and the
modern State of Israel.
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be a co-
sponsor of this legislation, and I thank
our distinguished colleague the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
for introducing this worthy measure. I
also commend the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN), chairman of the
House Committee on International Re-

lations, and the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. HAMILTON), the ranking mem-
ber, for his support and for bringing
this legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, on May 14, 1948, the
modern State of Israel was founded
when Israel declared independence and
was extended diplomatic recognition
by the United States. Today, our legis-
lation honors the 50th anniversary of
the reestablishment of the sovereign
and independent modern State of Israel
and commends the leaders and people
of Israel for their remarkable achieve-
ments in building a thriving democracy
in the Middle East while being threat-
ened constantly with terrorism and
war.

Mr. Speaker, the legislation further
reaffirms the strong ties of friendship
and cooperation that have tradition-
ally bound the people of Israel with the
insurance over the past century and ex-
tends from Congress our warmest con-
gratulations and best wishes to the
State of Israel and her people for peace
and prosperity in the future.

Mr. Speaker, the existence of the
modern State of Israel is the culmina-
tion of a 3,000-year journey from the
kingdom of Israel established in old Je-
rusalem. Today, Israel is America’s
closest ally in the Middle East, and the
people of our two nations share a spe-
cial relationship based upon demo-
cratic values, common strategic inter-
ests, and bonds of cooperation and mu-
tual respect.

Mr. Speaker, it was my privilege re-
cently to travel with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GILMAN) and other
Members of this body to visit Israel
and to especially pay homage to the
great site of the late Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin; and I recalled how this
great modern-day warrior, Mr. Rabin,
who seriously and who earnestly
sought a solution to the crisis between
the Israelis and the Palestinians, a
man who truly was a peacemaker, a
man who wanted so much to have a
lasting peace with his blood cousins,
the Palestinians, a man who recognized
that Arabs and Israelis are, in fact,
first cousins under Father Abraham.

And I sincerely hope that the current
leadership, Prime Minister Netanyahu
of Israel and President Arafat of Pal-
estine, will eventually find the solution
for peace to the never-ending problems
between Israelis and Palestinians in
the Middle East.

Mr. Speaker, the late Prime Minister
Rabin’s greatness, in my humble opin-
ion, did not originate in the field of
battle, but in his sincere desires to es-
tablish peace between Israel and among
its Arab neighbors. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
icans with Jewish descent should have
every reason to be proud and to witness
the existence on the 50th anniversary
of the modern State of Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, I would
like to make a few observations con-

cerning this anniversary. I suspect the
most important thing we need to con-
gratulate Israel on is that it survived.
It survived in an atmosphere and in a
climate of unrelenting hostility. We
need to congratulate this small land
for having remained democratic. We
must commend it for having success-
fully concluded peace agreements with
Egypt in 1979 and with Jordan in 1994.
We must commend it for having with-
stood terrorist assaults that continue
to this very day.

In calendar 1997, 463 terrorist attacks
were launched against Israel, and an
additional 100 were foiled. Iraq, during
the Persian Gulf War, lobbed ballistic
missiles on the largest city in Israel. I
was there.

Just earlier this year, Mr. Speaker,
Israeli citizens, men, women and chil-
dren, were queueing up for gas masks
when the climate in the Persian Gulf
indicated that they might again be
subjected to Iraqi attacks. They were
buying antidotes for anthrax.

I think it is important to recognize
that if this small land of great history
and great future is to celebrate its
100th birthday 50 years from now, it
and it alone will need to determine its
basic perimeters of its own security re-
quirements. We can play a critical role,
and must play a critical role, in medi-
ating, lubricating, facilitating. But
just as any other nation on the face of
this planet, it is only the people of
Israel who, in the final analysis, can
determine what are the minimum re-
quirements for their own security. It is
in that spirit that I ask my colleagues
to approve this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS) once again for
introducing the measure, for his kind
words, for his strong, eloquent support
of this measure. I want to thank all of
the Members who came to the floor and
took the time to express their thoughts
with regard to this measure. I thank
all of those who participated in today’s
debate.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my support for the resolution hon-
oring Israel on the occasion of the fiftieth anni-
versary of its independence. From ancient
prayers to modern dreams, the State of Israel
has blossomed into a strong, thriving democ-
racy and a steady ally of the United States.
We have witnessed two solutions to the so-
called Jewish Problem this century. One was
evil and named the Final Solution. Seeking to
destroy the Jewish people, the Nazis mur-
dered 6 million Jews and millions of other in-
nocents. The other solution, which we join to-
gether to honor today, was one of hope and
promise—the return of the Jewish people to
their ancestral home in the land of Israel. That
dream remains alive.

Israel has overcome the most daunting ob-
stacles in its quest to create a haven from per-
secution and the world’s only Jewish state.
After 2,000 years of Jewish wandering and
exile, the modern state of Israel was born on
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May 14, 1998, only to face the onslaught of its
neighbors and constant threat of destruction.
Against all odds, Israel defended itself and
began to plant the seeds for its future. Follow-
ing the war of independence, Israel has time
and again fought for its very existence. Even
today, the threat of war and the promise of
terrorism weigh heavily on Israel.

While many of the threats and anti-Israel
rhetoric of 50 years ago unfortunately remains
the same today, much has changed for the
better. Egypt and Jordan have signed peace
agreements with Israel, and the Palestinian
Arabs and Israel have begun a formal, if not
shaky, process toward peace. In the name of
peace, Israel has ceded valuable territory to
those who vowed its destruction.

Israel has created a thriving economy, a
free press, regular free and open elections,
the rule of law, and other firmly established
democratic institutions. The once-barren hill-
sides now are green with trees and the fields
again are plowed for the growth of food. Israel
has successfully fulfilled the dreams of thou-
sands of immigrants who fled tyranny and
poverty and stands as a model for the absorp-
tion of the outcast and homeless. High literacy
and educational achievement have produced
an extraordinarily capable and creative work-
force which boasts achievements in agri-
culture, medical research, emerging tech-
nologies and many other fields. Israel stands
as a significant trading partner of my home
State of Texas.

I salute the people of Israel on this anniver-
sary. May your future be one of peace and se-
curity, prosperity, and continued friendship
with the people of the United States.

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of legislation commemorating Israel’s fiftieth
anniversary. The rebirth of Israel in this cen-
tury is a modern day miracle. Jews from every
continent have built a new nation, ancient in
history, with a vibrant democracy and a mod-
ern economy.

Israel represents the rebirth of a nation, a
people, and the Hebrew language. The build-
ing of a new nation with immigrants from soci-
eties as diverse as Russia, Poland, Morocco,
Argentina, India, and Ethiopia is a challenge
we as Americans recognize and celebrate.
The achievements in this regard are truly im-
pressive. Israel has made the desert bloom,
has an exemplary education system and a
growing economy. It is a world leader in tech-
nology and has had an impact far larger than
other nations of its size.

Israel’s accomplishments are particularly im-
pressive as it has been living under siege for
its entire history. Independence was secured
in a bloody struggle and freedom has been
defended at great cost. The Jewish state has
faced great struggles maintaining its independ-
ence as the sole democracy in a hostile cor-
ner of the world.

America and Israel have been natural
friends. Most Americans admire Israel’s com-
mitment to democratic government while living
under siege. I think all Americans would like to
join me in wishing the Israeli people a future
of peace and prosperity on this occasion. I am
hopeful that the people of Israel will achieve
even more once a real peace, not one im-
posed by outside powers, is reached with their
neighbors.

Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that I rise today to join my col-
leagues in celebrating the occasion of the fif-
tieth anniversary of the founding of the mod-
ern state of Israel.

Created in the aftermath of the Holocaust,
the state of Israel has served as a beacon of
justice, freedom, and hope to Jewish people
around the world. Israel’s deep commitment to
a pluralistic democracy and a vibrant eco-
nomic, cultural, and intellectual life has served
as a model for many nations. And despite
great adversity, Israel has been steadfast in its
commitment to achieving peace and security
in the region. These values have garnered the
admiration and respect of millions around the
world.

It is these values that have also fostered the
American people’s great affinity and mutual re-
spect for the people of Israel, and which have
formed the core of the special bond between
our two countries. Today the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship remains among the strongest of any
bilateral relationship in the world. The strength
of this relationship is also a tribute to those
U.S. citizens, many of Jewish heritage, who
have worked tirelessly over the years to keep
our Nation’s leaders focused on the impor-
tance of this relationship.

The United States and Israel have numer-
ous common and deep interests, and together
will continue to lead the international fight
against the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, terrorism, and threats to religious
freedom. Above all, we are united in our para-
mount goals of peace, prosperity, and security
for all people of the Middle East.

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of House
Joint Resolution 102, which reaffirms the
bonds of friendship and cooperation between
our two countries on Israel’s fiftieth anniver-
sary. On this occasion, I encourage my col-
leagues to seize this celebration not only as
an opportunity to reflect on the achievements
of Israel’s past, but also to use it as a stimulus
to further strengthen the U.S.-Israel partner-
ship.

Fifty years ago, within minutes of Israel’s
leaders declaring their independence, Harry
Truman rejected the advice of staff and took
a momentous step in recognizing Israel’s sov-
ereignty. From that moment, the United States
and Israel have forged perhaps the closest
partnership in the international community
today. it is in this spirit of friendship and co-
operation that I extend my warmest congratu-
lations and best wishes to the state of Israel
and her people for a peaceful, prosperous and
successful future.

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of House Joint Resolution
102, a resolution expressing the sense of the
Congress on the occasion of the 50th anniver-
sary of the founding of the modern state of
Israel and reaffirming the bonds of friendship
and cooperation between the United States
and Israel. I want to thank Mr. LANTOS for in-
troducing such a timely and appropriate reso-
lution and giving me the opportunity to be an
original cosponsor. I am proud to support this
excellent bill.

House Joint Resolution 102 recognizes the
historic significance of this special anniversary,
applauds the Israeli people for building a vi-
brant, modern democracy in the face of phys-
ical, economic, and political hostility, reaffirms
the deep friendship between our two coun-
tries, and warmly congratulates the Israeli
people and extends to them all the best for a
prosperous, safe and successful future.

Mr. Speaker, the United States and Israel
share a special relationship. As our only true
democratic friend in the region, Israel de-
serves America’s strong and unyielding sup-
port. I applaud the unanimous passage of this

resolution today and extend to the people of
Israel my very best wishes.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.J. Res. 102, expressing the sense of
the Congress on the occasion of the 50th an-
niversary of the founding of the modern State
of Israel.

I am proud to be a co-sponsor of this impor-
tant resolution. I look forward to a unanimous
vote by the House that will send a strong mes-
sage of our country’s unyielding support to the
State of Israel. April 30th will mark the fiftieth
anniversary of the birth of the State of Israel.
Israel’s extraordinary history makes this mile-
stone especially significant. Despite incredible
challenges and continuous obstacles, Israel
has developed into a prosperous democracy,
whose citizens continue to enjoy the unlimited
freedoms that Israel was created to protect.

The State of Israel and the well being of her
people is one of the foreign policy issues that
people in my district care about the most.
There are so many in this country who share
a common denominator of heritage, history
and identity with the people of Israel. For
many Jewish-Americans the fate of Israel is
something to which they are inextricably
linked.

The United States and Israel have a unique
relationship due to the fact that Israel is our
only democratic ally in that region of the world.
There is no better time than right now to reaf-
firm our commitment to foreign support for
Israel. I believe foreign aid to Israel is an im-
portant way to support and promote the peace
talks. I am concerned that without peace in
the Middle East, Israel’s second fifty years will
be as tumultuous as her first half century.

At Israel’s 100th anniversary, I hope we can
look back on Israel’s second fifty years as a
period of peace and prosperity where the chal-
lenges that face her today have long faded
into history.

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, today I wish
to congratulate the State of Israel on her 50th
Anniversary. In fifty years, the people of Israel
have endured many of the same things that
our founding fathers did more than two hun-
dred years ago. They have had to create a
government, elect leaders who had come to
their state from various countries around the
world, and establish laws for their new state.
Israel has had to defend her borders from ad-
vances first in 1948 to gain her independence
within the Middle East, and again in the Six
Day War to assert her autonomy. Much like
the United States did in the 18th Century,
Israel continues to define her character today.

I know in my home state of Rhode Island,
many people struggled and worked very hard
to realize the dream of a Zionist state. Former
Governor Frank Licht got his passion for pub-
lic service by working with the Rhode Island
Zionist Emergency Council. Upon the creation
of the new Jewish state, Governor Licht stat-
ed:

The proclamation officially creating the
new state is a milestone in the history of
mankind. The 2000 year old dream of the
Jewish people has become a reality. Recogni-
tion by the United States will go far, I hope,
towards restoring peace in the Holy Land
. . . I am confident that the state which the
Jewish people set up in their own country
will guarantee justice, freedom, and equality
for all people regardless of religion, race,
sex, or land of origin.

I believe, along with my constituents, that
the State of Israel will find a way to ease ten-
sions both internally and externally. Israel has
persevered in building and maintaining a
democratic state in the face of hostility and
terrorism. Perhaps in another fifty years we
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will again gather here and commend Israel on
solving these problems with her neighbors.

I commend the people of Israel on their suc-
cesses over the past fifty years, and congratu-
late them wholeheartedly on this milestone in
their history.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of H.J. Res. 102, Expressing the Sense of
Congress on the Occasion of the 50th Anni-
versary of the Founding of the Modern State
of Israel. May 14th will mark the 50th anniver-
sary of its independence. I commend the State
of Israel which has rebuilt a nation, forged a
new and dynamic society, and created a
unique and vital economic, political, cultural
and intellectual life. I applaud the relationship
held between the United States and Israel.
This relationship is one that is based on mutu-
ally shared Democratic value, common strate-
gic interests, and moral bonds of friendship
and mutual respect. The State of Israel has
built a nation in the face of adversity and tri-
umphed in assuming a prosperous democracy
in their ancient land. The people of Israel have
so much to be proud of, these brave people
have battled through a new frontier to create
a new and thriving world for their children.

While I am delighted and quite proud of this
fantastic milestone, I am also filled with prom-
ise and hope that both Israel and the Palestin-
ians will one day come to a peaceful agree-
ment allowing all of the people of the Middle
East to grow and prosper towards another
landmark anniversary celebration.

Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. I rise as a
cosponsor of House Joint Resolution 102 con-
gratulating the State of Israel on its 50th Anni-
versary and wish to offer my strong support
for this resolution.

Since declaring its independence on May
14th, 1948 the State of Israel has fought for its
very existence and it has succeeded. In the
years that have followed Israel has thrived, it
has embraced democracy and has become
and remains the most important ally for the
United States in the Middle East region.

I want to commend the people of Israel for
their perseverance through the difficult times
they have faced. They have stood up to terror-
ism and aggression and have endured. They
have built a vibrant democracy, with a unique
culture, and a diverse economy. Throughout
its existence, Israel has remained focused on
its future and on the welfare of its people.

I am pleased to support this resolution
which reaffirms the lasting bond of friendship
between the United Stats and Israel which has
been so important for both nations. Together
we make our democracies stronger and it is
together that we can work to ensure that last-
ing peace for Israel and throughout the Middle
East can become a reality.

I want to extend my sincerest congratula-
tions to the modern state of Israel on the oc-
casion of their 50th Anniversary and to urge
my colleagues to support this important reso-
lution.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is fitting as
Israel approaches the fiftieth anniversary of its
independence to commemorate this event. It
is also fitting to recognize this historic event
here in the U.S. Congress. The U.S. has been
Israel’s friend and supporter from its inception.
On a personal level, I have been an ardent
supporter of Israel throughout my life. I be-
came more of a staunch supporter after I trav-
eled to Israel in 1989 toward the beginning of
my Congressional service.

Once one has seen the many unique fea-
tures of Israel and its people, one cannot help
but be awestruck by this nation’s accomplish-
ments in its short 50 years. First, Israel has
provided a refuge and homeland to hundreds
of thousands of persecuted Jews from the
former Soviet Union, Ethiopia, and many other
places. In meeting with Israeli leaders and
residents, I also was struck by their deep com-
mitment to achieving a lasting peace in the re-
gion. This commitment is easily understood as
Israeli Remembrance Day approaches: nearly
every citizen has lost a relative or friend in the
effort to protect and defend the land and its
people. Thus, the desire and need to achieve
peace for the present and future generations
becomes even more evident.

As a Congressman actively involved in envi-
ronmental issues, I have been particularly im-
pressed with the stewardship Israelis exercise
over natural resources. Israelis learn from a
young age that every drop of water is pre-
cious. But the pioneers worked the land and
developed the technologies to make these
precious drops of water help grow trees, flow-
ers, and crops, so that the entire nation could
not only survive, but flourish—to the point
where they now export flowers and produce all
over the world.

And, while Israelis still bargain over prices in
traditional, Middle Eastern-style market places,
they also have developed a light industrial
base that employs many people in high tech-
nology and computer-related fields. One ex-
ample of the developmental progress that has
occurred can be seen in the telephone sys-
tems. When I was last in Israel a decade ago,
making a telephone call was difficult. Today,
not only are phones accessible and easy to
use, but cellular phones, call waiting services,
and answering machines are prevalent.

Moreover, Israeli’s GDP has grown from
$2.5 billion to an astonishing $90.6 billion in
the past three decades. Equally important, if
not more so, is the fact that Israel is the only
pluralistic democracy in the region. At the
same time, Jerusalem, the unique ‘‘City of
Gold,’’ is the holy site for a number of the
world’s most important religions. And yet, this
nation is smaller than my home state of New
Jersey; one can walk across the country (East
to West) in one day.

David Ben Gurion was prophetic when, on
May 15, 1948, he stated that ‘‘[s]omething
unique occurred yesterday in Israel, and only
future generations will be able to evaluate the
full historical significance of the event. It is
now up to all of us, acting out a sense of Jew-
ish fraternity, to devote every ounce of our
strength to building and defending the State of
Israel, which still faces a titanic political and
military struggle.’’

I hope that as we recognize the fiftieth anni-
versary of its creation, Israel will soon cease
to face such struggles. Yitzhak Rabin was
deeply committed to securing peace for Israel.
For this reason, the ‘‘Song for Peace’’ was
being sung at the rally where he last spoke,
and the words to this song were found in his
shirt pocket at the time of his assassination. I
pray that Rabin, and the many that will have
fought for peace both before and after him,
will not have sacrificed their lives in vain.

In closing, since I have seen the marvels of
Israel and its people first-hand, and have been
a strong supporter of Israeli and Jewish
causes throughout my service in Congress, I
am particularly pleased to be a cosponsor of

this joint Congressional resolution that is being
brought to the House floor today. The resolu-
tion recognizes the historic significance of the
fiftieth anniversary of the reestablishment of
the State of Israel; commends the Israeli peo-
ple for their achievements in building a new
state and a pluralistic, democratic society in
the Middle East; reaffirms the bonds of friend-
ship and cooperation between the United
States and Israel; and extends congratulations
and best wishes to the State of Israel and her
people for a peaceful, prosperous, and suc-
cessful future.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, this May 14th,
the modern state of Israel will celebrate its
50th birthday. In the life of an ordinary coun-
try, the 50 anniversary is a notable milestone
of historical achievement. In the case of Israel,
50 years exemplifies nothing less than an en-
during miracle.

The Jewish people, drawn to their country
by a sacred relationship and a divine promise,
flourished in ancient times. Their history is a
seemingly never ending succession of mir-
acles, punctuated by the painful sting of suf-
fering. A poor, enslaved people in the land of
Egypt, the Israelites were led by God out of
Egypt and into the desert and freedom. It was
there in the barren desert that their leader,
Moses, went up to Mt. Sinai and came down
with the Torah, the word of God. In the midst
of their escape and suffering in the barren wil-
derness, the Jewish people provided the world
with the Ten Commandments, the foundation
of all western morality.

Back in their own country, the Jewish peo-
ple ultimately realized the greatness that the
Lord had promised. From King David, the poet
warrior, to Solomon, the model of wisdom, the
Jews gave us heroes that stir our hearts and
souls still.

Sadly, though, Jewish suffering was not at
its end. In 722 B.C.E. the Assyrians van-
quished ten of their twelve tribes and sent the
Israelites into exile. Only two small groups re-
mained, fortified only by an undying faith in
God and a refusal to surrender to the fate
their enemies planned for them. They refused
to give up hope. They refused to give up their
faith.

In 586 B.C.E., this small remnant was cap-
tured. Their temple, built by Solomon, was de-
stroyed. Forced into exile to Babylonia, again
the Jewish people thrived. Without a temple,
they developed houses of worship—the histor-
ical beginning of synagogues. Unable to offer
sacrifices, their religious leaders developed
prayers as a way to reach the Almighty. For-
bidden to publicly worship or have priests,
they developed a new way of thinking of reli-
gious leaders as teachers. This was how the
title rabbi came to be.

Miraculously returning from their exile, the
Jewish people rebuilt their Temple in Jerusa-
lem. They wanted nothing more than simply to
live under the grace and peace of God.

But then in the year 70 of the Common Era,
the Second Temple was destroyed by the Ro-
mans. During a final revolt against the Ro-
mans, at Masada, the sheared plain that
stands in the Judean desert, brave Jews sac-
rificed their lives rather than endure as slaves.
The Romans forced Jews to leave and even
re-named the country ‘‘Palestine’’ named after
the Phoenicians, the enemies of the Jews.
The Jewish people had lost their country and
would not recover for nearly two millennia.

By any realistic view of history, the
Israelites, few in number, robbed of their
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homeland and set apart by the cruelest of per-
secutions, should have disappeared.

But history is not able to reckon with the
Jewish people. Instead of disappearing, the
Jews flourished under the Lord’s protective
eye, developing a vast treasure of religious lit-
erature and a way of life that stressed lifelong
learning and a striving to lead a moral life.

Through inquisition and torture, through reli-
gious coercion and unendurable pain, the
Jewish people held firm to their religious foun-
dations. Here, in our own century, occurred
the Holocaust, the most monstrous and inhu-
man evil that mankind has ever inflicted upon
itself. Six million Jews, one and half million of
them children, were systematically murdered.
One-third of the Jewish people in the world
died during the Holocaust.

Even during these darkest hours of the Hol-
ocaust, when all hope for the Jewish people
seemed to have disappeared, when their very
future hung on the edge of despair, they per-
severed. Then came Israel.

The modern vision of a Jewish state, nour-
ished by an historic attachment to the land of
Israel, was given expression by the Viennese
journalist Theodor Herzl, who organized the
First Zionist Congress in 1897. When the Con-
gress was ended, Herzl noted in his diary that
the Jewish state would come into being in 50
years. It was exactly 50 years later that Israel
was born.

On May 14, 1948, David Ben Gurion an-
nounced the birth of the modern Jewish na-
tion. A day later, Arab armies attacked in full
force, in an attempt to kill it before it had a
chance to be born. After a bitter struggle for
its very life, against overwhelming odds and
trained armies, Israel prevailed. Their nation
would not die. Masada would not fall again.
David Ben-Gurion, the first Prime Minister and
Menachem Begin, who would later become
Prime Minister, both contributed mightily to
Israel’s birth. The number of heroes in Israel’s
birth is innumerable.

Over the course of the past 50 years, Israel
has had to continually fight for its survival. In
both 1956 and 1967, Israel had to defend
itself against the attacks of its antagonistic
neighbors. The Six Day War of ’67 was par-
ticularly difficult for Israel. When the war was
over, Israel gained control over all of Jerusa-
lem including the Western Wall, the most sa-
cred site in Jewish life because it is the last
remaining part of the Second Temple. The
Jews had returned to their land and to their
holy city. In many ways, they returned to his-
tory itself.

Still, wars followed, though some Arab na-
tions have come to see the need for peace.
However, to this day, many Arabs have not
reconciled themselves to the permanent exist-
ence of Israel. Terrorists, rogue nations, and
bitter and implacable enemies continue to
threaten Israel. Yet at 50, Israel has never
been stronger.

Perhaps, especially for the Jews, but finally
for all decent people, the very existence of
Israel remains a symbol. Israel’s historic return
as a nation offers hope and reassurance for
people the world over who are struggling to
realize their own homeland. Israel’s refusal to
surrender to enduring horrors provides a
model of courage for those in need of
strength. Israel’s commitment to democracy
and religious freedom is a wonderful example
for those who believe that nations can be both
strong and decent.

Israel will always possess a special place in
the heart and mind of the United States. Israel
is, of course, a vital military ally, paramount in
its support of the U.S. in the United Nations,
and a dependable military source of informa-
tion and support. Beyond these prudential rea-
sons, however, Israel means much more to
us. Sentinels of democracy, both nations were
founded in pursuit of the righteous cause of
liberty and human dignity. Citizens of both
great nations have sacrificed their own lives in
defense of freedom and in battle against tyr-
anny. Neither America nor Israel is willing to
accept the exploitation and oppression of inno-
cent people by despotic rulers.

The truth is that Israel is not just another
nation; it is part of our family. As one brother
to another, we in the United States rejoice as
we celebrate Israel’s 50th birthday. Let us use
this moment to vow to stand forever by
Israel’s side. Let every enemy of Israel know
that the United States stands firmly beside
Israel. We will never be silent when Israel is
in danger. We will never let Israel’s enemies
win.

We stand with Israel. We wait in excitement
to witness the miraculous achievements that
Israel will have in the next 50 years.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker. This week we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the State of
Israel, a truly momentous occasion. For Jews
in Israel, America, and around the world this
is a time of great celebration.

For 50 years, Israel has struggled to survive
in a region of hostility, surrounded by neigh-
bors who sought to destroy her. For 50 years,
Israel has labored to transform a desert into a
land of milk and honey and for 50 years, Israel
has become a beacon of democracy, a land of
freedom and a homeland for Jews every-
where.

Mr. Speaker, dear colleagues, let us join to-
gether in wishing Israel a happy 50th and a
hearty ‘‘mazel tov.’’

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I once
again ask my colleagues to support
this resolution, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
GILMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J.
Res. 102.

The question was taken.
Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 5 of rule I and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RETIREMENT
OF HON. GERALD B. SOLOMON,
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON
RULES

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
join with my colleagues, and I know
that my friend the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GILMAN), the chairman
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, will want to be recognized, to

say how saddened and surprised we all
were, but we certainly respect the deci-
sion that was made by the distin-
guished gentleman from New York (Mr.
SOLOMON), chairman of the Committee
on Rules, yesterday that, after 20 years
of service as a Member of the United
States Congress, and after a career in
public life that expands 31 years, he has
chosen to retire at the end of this
term.

He, of course, has many more vigor-
ous and active months left as chairman
of the Committee on Rules. But I
would like to say that, as we think
about his stellar service in this institu-
tion, it has been a great honor for me
to be part of a very important team.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
SOLOMON) has been on the front line of
so many battles here in the Congress.
He has been very active. He was, as was
pointed out in the New York Times
today, clearly the most influence mem-
ber of the New York delegation serving
in the Congress, and he was a member
of Ronald Reagan’s core group of indi-
viduals who provided him with a great
deal of advice and assistance through-
out President Reagan’s campaigns and
during the time that the President
served.

So I am one who will say that I clear-
ly am going to miss my colleague. He
clearly always makes his presence
known when he is here in the House of
Representatives, because he carried
that great binder that had his name in-
scribed on it. So we will be seeing that
again before we hope the 105th Con-
gress adjourns sine die the first of Oc-
tober. But I can tell my colleagues,
when the 106th Congress convenes, we
clearly miss that. He has been a great
leader who has stood by principle very,
very passionately and diligently.

Mr. Chairman, I yield to the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN),
distinguished Chairman of the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I thank
him for bringing this issue to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, as senior Republican in
the New York State congressional dele-
gation, I want to express my shock and
my sadness to the surprising announce-
ment that our dear colleague the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SOLOMON),
a senior member of our New York dele-
gation, has now chosen to leave this
body at the end of this congressional
session.

I came to know and admire my col-
league soon after he came to the Con-
gress in 1978. His experiences as a
United States marine, and he reminded
us of that service continually, as a
town supervisor, as a county legislator,
as a member of the New York State As-
sembly, as well as his experience in the
insurance business and real estate busi-
ness brought to this Chamber the
unique combination of experience of
balance and of common sense.

I especially appreciate the gentleman
from New York championing the cause
of our POWs and MIAs in Southeast
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